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WELCOME TO OUR NEW�
MEMBERS�

u�

   Website:� www.ProHomeSellers.com�

 May 6, 2008�
Orientation-Hale United Methodist Church�

May 20 & 21, 2008*�
    CRS Course - Full details on page 8.�
  September�  17, 18 & 19, 2008�
       MAR Convention. Marriott, Detroit�
       Renaissance Center - Details to follow�

October 28, 2008�
     Orientation-Hale United Methodist Church�
 December 5, 2008�  Christmas Party�

        Tawas Bay Beach Resort�

*Registration forms and details�
       available on Paragon 4 under MLS�
       Documents, Registration forms.�

14th Annual Golf Outing�

Wicker Hills Golf Course, 7287 Wickert Rd., Hale�
Thursday, May 15th, 2008�

Registration Starts at 3:00 PM - Tee Off at 4:00 PM�
Full details on registration form on page 7.�

   ****************************�

Road to $ucce$$ Meeting Dates�

 August 7� - Marcus Wally�
 “I’ve Got The Power”�

    October 9� - John Awrey -�
    Land Division�

Special Meeting Dates�
May 15 - Golf Outing�
Brokers Meetings�
July 10 - Tentative�

2008 DATES TO REMEMBER�

Cheryl Burgess -�Target Real Estate�
Sue Maziarz -�Keller Williams�
Ty Cole -�AuSable Valley Realty�

UPCOMING EVENTS�
“Personal Skills for Professional�

Excellence” and “Risk Management for the�
Residential Specialist”�

Hale United Methodist Church�
201 W Main Street, Hale�
May 20th and 21st, 2008�

Two, one-day classes that count toward�six hours�of continuing�
education each for the 2008 calendar year.� Full details on�
registration form on page 8.�

April 17th�Road to $ucce$$�
Congratulations to Theresa Irving of New Dimensions, our 50/50 winner of�

$100 with $143 going to Habitat for Humanity!!�

******************************�
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2008 Board Officers &�
Directors�

President�
Mary Rockwell�
C.A. Hanes Realty�

President-Elect�
Ric Braun�

  Scofield Real Estate�

S�ecretary/Treasurer�
Barb Hilborn�

  Coldwell Banker Pete Stanley & Assoc.�

Vice-Presidents:�
Arenac County�-�

Jennifer Yealey�
  Olsen Independent Real Estate�
Iosco County -�

Todd Bather�
   Target Real Estate�
Ogemaw County�-�

Debra Nichols�
   C.A. Hanes Realty�

Past President�
  Yvonne DeRoso�

   DeRoso & Associates�

Directors�
Nina Jordan,� Olsen Independent Real Estate�
Greg Morris�, Morris Richardson Real Estate�
Anne Johnson,�Lake & Country Real Estate�
John Stanley,�CB Pete Stanley�

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE�

Business Achievements:�

My first business purchased was a party store in 1986. At that time my�
husband and I were running three businesses, two dealing with the pub-�
lic; a landscaping business and the party store, along with a 35 acre fam-�
ily vegetable farm. I started in real estate in Bay County in 2000 and�
became a Broker a year and a half later. Moved to Au Gres in 2004 but�
did not start working for Lake and Country Real Estate until the summer�
of 2006 and in the summer of 2007 purchased the company.�

NE Board Involvement�:�

Became a member in 2006 and part of the Board in 2007 as a Director.�

Family:�

I have two sons who presently work at Lake State Railroad in East�
Tawas as Engineers. They run the train from Bay City to�
Alpena and Standish to Grayling.�

Hobbies:�

Travel tops the list with family in California, Virginia, Georgia and Indi-�
ana. No time for travel, I enjoy the outdoors, whether it be boating, bike�
riding or short trips anywhere in Michigan.�

Memorable Moment�:�

Going to Italy with my two sisters not knowing any of the language,�
renting an apartment and traveling through their beautiful country by�
bus, boat, train or by foot.�

Several of our members�
were able to attend the�
Townhall Meetings and�
support Congressman�

Stupak.......�

Meet our Board Directors....�

Anne Johnson of�
Lake & Country Real Estate�
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You make a living by what you get.  You make a life by what you give.  –Winston�
Churchill�

I have been reading a lot of the material coming from various sources regarding the real�
estate business this winter.  Seems the magazines and websites are full of information�
but maybe it is just that I have had more time to read with the “long” winter and slower�
business than usual.  We have a wealth of information available to us.  I hope each of�
you are reading your REALTOR magazines, both the Michigan and National�
Association publications.  If you are an RPAC contributor you also receive the Advocate�
magazine which gives you the latest info on what is happening at the State level�
regarding legislation and legal issues.  If you haven’t checked out the Michigan website�
“MIRealtor.com” and the national website “Realtor.org” lately, you should go there and�
see all it has to offer.  Both are full of articles and information regarding our industry.�

One of the best articles I have read lately was written by former National Association�
President Richard Mendenhall from Missouri.  He blows holes in the recession theory we�
keep hearing so much about.  As I have said before, it is all about ATTITUDE!  He�
profiles several famous people and their characteristics for success.  After that he has�
half a page dedicated to the title “Do you think you are having a bad day”?  Do you�
know someone who is always whining and lives in a “woe is me” world?  We all know�
them; in fact, we probably have one or two in every office.  He shares a personal�
experience of a bad day that lasted for decades.  Then he finishes the article with�
examples of people who are having a bad time.  Sellers who are facing foreclosure,�
Buyers who are trying to scrape up the money for a down payment or Homeowners who�
need to sell and feel they have missed the market.  They’re having a bad day.  They all�
have problems and they need you.  So quit moaning and groaning and let others quit.�
Just get out there and solve the problem by finding buyers and sellers because, believe�
me, YOU are NOT having a bad day.�

The best way to keep a good attitude is to educate yourself and socialize with your�
fellow REALTORS.  Don’t forget to sign up and attend the upcoming events sponsored�
by your Association.  The legal update with Greg McClelland on April 17�th�, the classes�
on Personal Development and Risk Management on May 20 & 21 and the Golf Outing�
on May 15�th�.   Further details are available in this newsletter.�

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS  - MARY ROCKWELL�

APRIL  2008�
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OFFICE TRANSFERS�:� Dean Fenwick to C-21 Horizon, West Branch�
          William Gulvas to C-21 Horizon,  West Branch�
      Robin Brown to Target Real Estate, Tawas City�

OFFICE CLOSED:�  C-21 Horizon, Au Gres�

OFFICE DROPPED MLS:�   Heritage House Realty - Oscoda�
         Catherine Bruce, Marjorie Cook, Patrick Grant,�
          Jessica Landry, Diana Mullane, Mary Jo Samotis,�
                                          Ida Swirles, Carol Landry.�

DISCONTINUED MEMBERSHIP:� Cindy Belanger - C-21 Horizon, Au Gres�
      Dale Sheltrown - C-21 Horizon, West Branch�
      Roxanne Costea - Scofield, Hale�
      Jim Koenig - Heritage Appraisal, Oscoda�
      Corina Morris - New Dimensions, West Branch�
      Gary Jurkovich - New Dimensions, Standish�
      Merrilee Comstock - Best Choice�

NEMB ROSTER CHANGES�

APRIL 2008�

New Member Orientation�

Orientation classes have been scheduled for 2008�
at the Hale United Methodist Church. (May 6,�

October 28). Registration begins at 8:30 am with�
class starting at 9:00 am and concluding at 5:00�
pm. All new members are required to attend the�

orientation class. A lot of useful information�
including the mandatory Code of Ethics is�

provided. Contact the Board Office to register.�

MLS Docs�

On  Paragon 4,  under MLS Docs, we will be�
uploading information pertaining to�

registration forms, meeting summaries and other�
important information.�

Be sure to look at the information!!�

Quadrennial Code of Ethics�

The second Quadrennial REALTORS®�
Ethics course for the January 1, 2005 thru December 31, 2008�

Cycle is available on-line at the�
NAR website (www.realtor.org)�

For those interested in fulfilling this mandatory requirement.�
Please fax a copy of your certificate of completion to the�

 Board Office so we may update your record.�
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Visit the following websites for�
 important information and services�
 provided by the National Association of�
REALTORS® and the Michigan Associa-�
tion of REALTORS®:�

Michigan Association of�REALTORS®�
           www.mirealtors.com�

      Legislative Issues /Advocacy�
    www.mirealtors.com/advocacy.html�

National Association of REALTORS®�
              www.realtor.org�
       www.realtoractioncenter.com�
    (� read about issues affecting REALTORS®�

REALTOR® Magazine Online:�
           Full of real estate tips�

 www.realtor.org/rmohome.nsf/pages/rmohome�

Department of Labor & Economic Growth�
(DLEG)�

 www.michigan.gov/dleg�

Use this website to verify licenses, check for con-�
ed credits, approved real estate courses, etc.  One at�
the home page, click “on-line services” and then�
choose an option.  To verify the number of con-ed�
credits a licensee has for the year, go to “Verify a�
License/Registration”, search by name or license�
number.�

MONTHLY-March�

Number of Residential Units Sold�
2008 - 30�
2007 - 39�

Dollar Volume of Residential Sales�
2008 - $2,446,823�
2007 - $3,143,520�

YTD�

Number of Residential Units Sold�
2008 - 80�

2007 - 124�

Dollar Volume of Residential Sales�
2008 - $7,489,468�

2007 - $11,126,528�

  2008 * MLS STATISTICS�

REPORTING SOLD INFORMATION�

It was brought to the attention of the board that MLS participants�
are either reporting sold information incorrectly or not reporting�
the sold information at all. Please keep in mind that the correct in-�
formation is extremely important in all aspects of the MLS data.�
Please be accurate and timely in the reporting of your sales infor-�
mation. Contact the board office if the information is not being�
reported or is inaccurate and the board office will look into it.�

PARAGON - SUMMER/WINTER TAX FIELDS�

The Summer and Winter Tax Field information on Residential,�
Vacant Land, and Commercial listings, under “Financial” are�
required fields for new listings being entered into the MLS, any�
change being made to an active listing, or an expired listing�
which is put back on the market. If you are requesting the Board�
Office to make a change, please provide the dollar amounts and�
corresponding year when faxing in your request.�
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L�EGISLATIVE UPDATES�

R P A C : W o rk in g  Fo r Y ou !�

G ov er nor  S ign s Im por ta nt R E AL TO R®  leg is lat ion:�
P ub lic  A c t 9 6� P rov ide s S ign ific ant  Tax  R elief  for S e lle rs ;�

A ge ncy  R es pons ib ility A ct  now �P ublic A ct  9 0  a nd  9 1�

O n  4 /8 /0 8 �,  G o v ern o r  G ran h o lm  s ig n e d  3  s ig n i f ic an t  p ie ce s o f R E A L T O R ®  s u p p o r �te d  le g is lat io n . F ir s t,  l e g is la tio n  en a b lin g �
h o m e s el lers  to  r etain  2  p rin c ip al  r es id en t  e x em p t io n s  fo r  p r o p er ty  s ti l l  o n  th e m a rk e t af ter th e se l le r h as  m o ve d  e l s ew h e re  in �
th e s ta te. T h e  s ig n in g  o f th i s leg is lat io n  i s  a  h u g e  s te p  in  a id ing  s t ru g g l in g  s e ll�er s  w h o  h a v e h ad  h o m e s  o n  th e  m a rk e t fo r  o v e r�
a y ea r an d  h av e  lo s t  th ei r p rin c ip a l  re s id en ce  s tatu s  o n  th at  p ro p e rty .�

H o u s e  B i ll  4 2 1 5 , n o w  P u b l ic A ct  9 6  o f 2 0 0 8  sp o n so r ed  b y �R ep r es en ta t iv e  E d  G a ffn e y �( R�- �G ro s s e P o in te  F ar m s )� en a cts  th a t�
th e s el ler ca n  r etain  an  ad d i t io na l  e x em p t io n fo r  u p  to  th re e y ea rs  o n  p ro p e rty  p r ev io u s ly  e x em p t  a s  th e o w n e r’s  p rin cip a l�
re s id e n ce  i f th e fo l lo w in g  c ir cu m s tan c es  a re  m e t:�

· � th e p ro p e rty  i s  n o t  o cc u p ie d ,�
· � th e p ro p e rty  i s �f o r s ale�
· � th e p ro p e rty  i s  n o t  leas e d  o r  a v ai lab le fo r  lea s e�
· � th e p ro p e rty  i s  n o t  u s ed  fo r an y  b u s ine s s  o r  c o m m e rcia l p u rp o se �

T h e  M ich ig an  A s s o cia tio n  o f RE A L T O R S®  (M A R ) w as  ac tiv e  in  p o in t in g  o u t  to  law m a k er s th at  th e  s t ru g g l in g  e co n o m y  in �
M ich ig an  h as  fo rc e�d  s ev e ral  h o m e  se l le rs  to  re lo cate  to  o th e r are as  o f th e  s tate,  in  s o m e  in s tan c es  co n t in u in g  to  m a rk e t a�
h o m e tha t  th e y h av e  n o t  l iv e d  in  fo r o v er  a  y ea r.  A s a re s u lt ,  th e  h o m e w as  n o  lo n g e r tr ea te d  a s  a  p r in c ip le  r es id en c e an d  th e �
h o m eo w n e r lo st  the  p r in c�ip al  re sid e n ce ex e m p tio n .  R ete n tio n  o f an  ex is t in g  h o m es tea d  c re d it  fo r an  u n o cc u p ied  h o m e  th a t i s �
cu r re n tly  fo r s ale w o u ld  o ffe r rel ief  to  s e l le rs  w h o  h a v e h ad  to  r elo ca te  f o r w h atev e r re as o n .  T h e  M A R  is  g rate fu l  to �
R ep re s en tat iv e G a ffn e y  f o r b ein g  r ec ep t�iv e an d  fo l lo w in g  th ro u g h  o n  th i s  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  p iec e o f p ro p e rty  tax  re lie f.�

S eco n d ly ,  th e�A g e nc y  R es po n s ibi l i ty  A ct� w a s  s ig n ed  in to  law .  T h e p as s ag e  o f th e le g is la t io n , n o w  P u b l ic  A ct  9 0  a nd  9 1  o f�
2 0 0 8 ,  i s  a  h u g e  a cc o m p l is h m en t  f o r th e  M A R ,  a n d  i t s  s u c�c es s  h as  b ee n  y ea rs  in  th e m a k in g .�

T h e  A R A  le g is la t io n  i s  a  p r o d uc t  o f  a M A R  P u b l ic Po l icy  T as k  Fo r ce as s ig n ed  w i th  th e  tas k  to  p ro v id e  a  fr am e w o rk  fo r�
co ns u m er  p r o tec tio n  to  al l  in d iv id u als  e n terin g  in to  an  ex c lu s iv e  a g en c y re lat io n s h ip .  A s  a r eg u lated  i�n d u s tr y , th ere  i s  a n �
ex p e cta tio n  fro m  co n s u m er s th at  la w s  h a v e b ee n  e s ta b l i sh e d  to  p ro tec t  th em  fro m  b ro k er s  th at  w o u ld  ta ke  a d v an ta g e o f th e m . �
T h e  A R A  m o d el  c lear ly d e fin es  th o s e  b a sic  d u t ies  an d  s erv ic es  o w ed  u n d er  a n ex c lu s iv e  a g en c y  a g ree m en t  a n d  p r o v i�d es  fo r a�
u n i fo r m  s ta te w id e d is c lo su r e fo r m  w h en  th e co n s u m er  a n d  b r o k er ch o o s e  to  w aiv e an y  o f th o se  s e rv ice s . T h e�
im p le m en tat io n  d a te fo r a re vis e d  a g en c y  d is clo s u re  fo rm  a s  w e l l as  the  c h ec k �-�o f f w aiv er  i s  J u ly  o f th i s  y e ar . T h e M A R  h a s �
al r ead y s tarte d �th e p ro c es s  to  u p d ate  th e fo r m s . �

R ep re s en tat iv e T o n y a  S ch u i tm ak er  ( R�- �L aw to n ) � a n d �R ep r es e nta tiv e  B ar b  F ar ra h (D �-�So u th g a te )� int r o d u ce d  th e tw o �-�b i l l�
b ip ar ti s a n p ac k ag e  o n  b eh a l f o f  th e re al  e s tate co m m u n i ty.  T h e M A R P u b lic  P o l ic y  tea m  m e t w i th  leg is lat iv e lead ers  o n  b o th �
s id es  o f th e  a is le to  s t re s s  th e im p o r ta n ce  o f  p a s sin g  the  b il l s  in  o rd e r to  p ro m o te ho m e o w n e rs h ip  w h i le k ee p in g  in d u s t ry �
s tan d a �rd s  h ig h . �

T h e se  to p  in d u st r y p rio r it i es  co u ld  n o t h av e  b e en  p as s ed  w i th o u t  y o u r in v es tm en t  in  RP A C .  R PA C is  th e o n ly  g ra s s ro o ts  a n d �
is s u es  m o b i l izin g  f o rc e th a t ex is t s  to  p ro tec t an d  p ro m o te th e tr ad i t io n  o f h o m e o w n er s h ip  an d  re al  e s tate in ve s tm e n t .�

B y  i�n v es t in g  in  RP A C , y o u  a re  a b le to  s u p p o rt  R E A L T O R ® �- �frien d ly  leg is la to rs  w h o  b e lie v e in  o u r in d u s tr y  a n d  b e l ie v e in�
p ro te ct in g  p riv a te  p r o p er ty  rig h ts , p re se rv in g  th e  A m e rica n  d rea m  o f h o m e o w n er s h ip ,  f ig h tin g  fo r tax  ref o rm s  a n d  r ed u c in g �
b u rd e n s o m e  r eg u la t�io n s  o n  o u r  b u s in es s .�

W ith  R P A C , RE A L T O R S®  fro m  a cr o s s  th e s tate h av e  th e ch a n ce  to  co m e to g eth er  a n d  b e co m e ac t iv e  in  th e  n a tio n 's  m o s t�
p o w e rfu l  an d  eff ec tiv e  lo b b y in g  m a ch in e. B y b ec o m in g p ar t  o f R PA C ,  y o u 'l l  n o t  o n ly  h av e  th e p o w e r to  m a k e a ch a n g e in  th �e�
w a y  y o u  d o  b u s in es s ,  b u t  yo u 'l l  a l s o  b e co m e p ar t o f a s ta te w id e  n e tw o r k �— �m o re  th an  2 7 ,0 00  m em b er s  s t ro n g �— �th at  w i l l l ink �
y o u  w ith  l ik e �-�m in d ed  RE A L T O R S ®  w h o  s h a re  y o u r co n c er n s  a n d  i s s u es .  T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r co n t in u ed  in v es tm en t  in �
R PA C !�
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